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hat  comes  to  mind 
when  you  think  of  a 
church in Haiti?

- A primitive wood building with a 
few  lights  hanging  from  the 
ceiling?

- People  ga ther ing  under  a 
spreading shade tree to worship? 

Indeed in many places this 
i s  t h e  c h u r c h …  God ’s  peop le 
gathered  all  together,  lifting  their 
hear t s  and  prayers  to  Jesus .   
Beauty  is  found  in  the  quiet 
simplicity of the worship.   

There  are  other  places 
however,  where  the  worship  is 
much closer to what we experience 
here.    Repatriote  Church  near 
Port-Au-Prince  has  a  praise  band 
performing  contemporary  music 
with electric guitars and keyboards.   

Drummers  play  with  gusto  and 
singers gather in front of a row of 
microphones to belt out the latest 
Chris  Tomlin  song  (in  Creole).     
Most  people  in  Haiti  prefer  their 
worship LOUD, if possible!

Thi s  year  the  West 
Falmouth  Baptist  Church  was 
presented with a different kind of 
mission  opportunity  than  we  had 
encountered  in  the  past.   Word 
came to us that the sound system 
at one of the three churches built 

by  Haiti  Outreach  Ministries  had 
fai led  in  spectacular  fashion.   
Would it be possible, Pastor Leon 
D’Orleans  wanted  to  know,  for 
West  Falmouth  Baptist  to  help 
them  bring  the  music  back  to 
Repatriote?

Bringing The Music Back To Haiti

W
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http://www.haitioutreachministries.com
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Contact: 
pastormac@abcfalmouth.org

The  cha l l enge  wa s 
enormous.   Repatriote church is a 
semi  open-air  building,  seating 
around 1000 people in worship on 
Sunday  morning.    The  existing 
sound  system was  a  mishmash  of 
used  and  battered  equipment.  
Speakers  were  everywhere… most 
of  them  in  non-working  order.     
Even on the best of days the sound 
was garbled and full of echoes.   It 
was an acoustic nightmare.

WFBC  turned  to  a  local 
firm  (HeadLight  AV)  for  help.  
With  the  church  bu i ld ing 
b luepr int s  in  hand ,  they 
collaborated  with  audio  engineers 
in  South  Carolina  to  design  a 
system  that  utilized  just  three 
speakers to fill the huge sanctuary 
with sound.  Simplicity of design is 
key  in  Haiti .  Equipment  was 

purchased using funds from HOM 
and  additional  donations  from 
members  of  the  West  Falmouth 
Baptist  Church.   Special  speakers 
were  packed  into  suitcases…  and 
WFBC graciously sent their pastor, 
with  equipment  in  hand,  to  Port-
au-Prince.

The result was nothing less 
than  a  miracle.   You  can  see  and 
hear the results  at  this  link.   The 
following week our church sent the 
remainder  of  the  team  to  build 
roofs,  paint  houses,  and  do  other 
vitally  important  work  for  HOM 
and the people who live in Haiti.

This  coming  year  we  have 
two  other  churches  f rom 
Cumberland Association coming to 
help  HOM  serve  the  people  of 
Haiti.    HOM  is  a  Haiti  based 
organizat ion  that  bui lds  and 
operates  schools,  clinics,  and 
churches  around  Port-Au-Prince.  
97% of the monies given to HOM 
go to the work in Haiti.  Want to 
join us in Haiti?  Send an email to 
Pastor Mac Ray at the church.

T h e  R e p a t r i o t e  C h u r c h  S a n c t u a r y .  
N e w  s p e a k e r s  b a r e l y  v i s i b l e  i n  r a f t e r s .

Bringing Music Back

Our entire Missions Team at a 
home we had just painted.

A home built by HOM.  Before…

and after a full day of painting.

Making new friends

More work lies ahead…George & Soneil in the new Sound Rm

http://www.jblpro.com/www/products/installed-sound/cbt-series/cbt70j-1#.VhQgZ7yg-i4
https://vimeo.com/141589076
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29k7chimB6Y&feature=youtu.be
http://www.jblpro.com/www/products/installed-sound/cbt-series/cbt70j-1#.VhQgZ7yg-i4
https://vimeo.com/141589076
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=29k7chimB6Y&feature=youtu.be
mailto:pastormac@abcfalmouth.org
mailto:pastormac@abcfalmouth.org
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Graham  Standish,  In 
God's  Presence ,  writes 

about worship and its  importance 
to  the  health  and  vitality  of  the 
local church.  

   Among  the  insights  Graham 
provides, he writes, “I believe that 
worship  should  have  a  balance 
between  depth  and  superficiality, 
seriousness  and  cheerfulness, 
sorrow and joy, dark and light, and 
gravity and levity”.

   Intentional  worship  seeks  to 
create  a  space  in  which  God 
creates,  renews,  and  redeems.  
Worsh ip  i s  c reat ing  space .  
Working  with  and  through  a 
congregation,  pastoral  leadership 
seeks  to  create  spaces  that  are 
balanced.  

Standish  acknowledges  several 
a rea s  that  need  to  mainta in 
balance.

• Music & Speaking
• Performance & Participation
• Simulation & Centering
• Types of Music
• Tradition,  Re-tradition,  &  New 

Traditions
• Complexity & Simplicity
• Gravity & Levity

Worship  can  quickly  become 
imba lanced .   Accord ing  to 
Standish,  worship leaders need to 
pay  attention  to  the  issue  of 
balance.  The created space called 
worsh ip  needs  to  fit  the 
worshippers  and  the  worship 
leaders.  Maintaining balance keeps 
the  congregation  from  feeling 
trapped  or  being  overwhelmed. 
Balance  provides  structures  that 
enable people to connect with the 
Holy Spirit in worship.
 

When  i s  the  l a s t  t ime  you 
evaluated with your leadership your 
worship?  How's your balance?

             ~ Al Fletcher 
Send questions or comments to: 
al.fletcher@abcom.org

Maintaining Balance

N.
Rev. Dr. Al Fletcher

N .  G r a h a m  S t a n d i s h

Cultivating 
Spiritual 
Growth

Keynote: Rev. Dr. N. Graham Standish 

Annual Sermon: Rev. Wayne Sawyer 

Missionary: Rev. Pieter Kalkman

Meal Reservation Deadline: Oct 9th 
click Here For More Info

ABCOM 
Convention:

October 23rd and 24th 

China Lake Conference Center

https://abcofmaine.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/2015-annual-meeting-brochure-4-1.pdf
mailto:al.fletcher@abcom.org
mailto:al.fletcher@abcom.org
https://abcofmaine.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/2015-annual-meeting-brochure-4-1.pdf
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 peration  Christmas  Child 
(OCC)  started  working  on 

our  hearts  at  Portland  Christian 
Church  over  a  decade  ago  when 
we began packing shoeboxes with 
gifts.  We  were  excited  that  the 
shoebox  gifts  would  be  delivered 
with the Gospel message in some 
of  the  darkest  places  on  earth.  
Children  who  were  experiencing 
war,  natura l  d i sa s te r  and 
devastating poverty would receive 
these gifts  and the eternal  saving 
power  of  Jesus.   Our  shoebox 
numbers  from our  church  family 
quickly  grew  each  year  and  we 
have  always  kept  in  mind  one 
shoebox equals one life that will be 
forever changed.
    

     Our hearts were ignited by this 
min i s t r y  and  a  fe w  church 
members  traveled  to  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina  to  work  at  the 
Processing  Center.   The  shoe 
boxes  journey  from  our  local 
churches to Charlotte where they 
are  checked  for  inappropriate 
items.  These shoeboxes travel to 
over 150 countries.  Our members 
returned  from  their  trip  even 
more  energized  for  this  ministry 
and  one  member  appl ied  to 
become  a  year  round  volunteer.  
Kathleen  McInerny  our  sister  at 
PCC  is  now  a  volunteer  Area 
Coord inator  for  OCC  in 

Cumberland,  York  &  Oxford 
counties.   Twenty-four other year 
round volunteers  have  joined  her 
to  reach  out  to  the  community, 
other churches and media all year 
shar ing  the  amazing  impact 
shoeboxes  have  on  the  lives  of 
children.
   
     
     Our  Stroudwater  location 
agreed  to  become  a  drop  off 
l ocat ion  for  e ight  days  in 
November to collect shoeboxes in 
our area.  We have participated for 
the past three years and we have 
prayed  on  every  box  individually 

before the shoeboxes are placed in 
cartons.   There  are  over  ninety 
volunteers  needed  to  pray,  greet 
the  shoebox  donors,  count  and 
pack  the  shoeboxes  in  cartons.  
We  ha ve  had  a  community 
outpouring  of  volunteers,  those 
who know the Lord and those who 
don’t.   In  serving  as  a  drop  off 
location  we  have  unsaved  people 
coming  through  our  doors  to 
donate  shoeboxes  and  often  to 

volunteer  their  time.   We  have 
seen  many  shoebox  packing 
parties  where parents invite their 
children’s  friends  and  parents 
which  g ives  us  another 
opportunity to deliver the Gospel 
message here in our area.  Praying 
on  every  shoebox  gave  us  the 
oppor tun i ty  to  exp la in  to 
unchurched  volunteers  why  we 
pray  and  how  God  wants  a 
relationship with us.

     Our sister Kathleen was invited 
by Operation Christmas Child to 
join  them  in  the  Philippines  to 
deliver the shoeboxes.  Decades of 
political  corruption  and  natural 
disasters have left the Philippines 
with very little infrastructure and 
a remarkable rate of 70% poverty. 
The  only  thing  there  was  no 
shor ta ge  o f  wa s  ch i ldren . 
Thousands  of  them  swarmed  to 
the churches to get gifts and to see 
these  strange  visitors  from  the 
United States.  Each one of  them 
heard  the  Gospel  message  and 
hundreds  of  them  (and  their 
families)  came  to  know  Jesus  as 
Lord and Savior! 

     There are thousands of amazing 
stories  at  samaritanspurse.org 
where  you  can  see  how some  of 
these  children  and  their  family’s 
lives have been changed.

          ~ Kathy McInerny

Operation Christmas Child  

O
Kathy McInerny

S m i l e s  E v e r y w h e r e !

http://samaritanspurse.org
http://samaritanspurse.org
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Outreach Grows in Buxton

fter  working  through  the 
“Miss iona l  Church  Learning 
Experience”  materials  and  careful 
discernment  and  prayer,  our 
church launched “Senior Soup and 
Sandwiches  Social”  in  September 
of  2014.  Our vision was to create 
an  environment  where  seniors 
from around the Buxton area could 
gather  on  a  week l y  ba s i s  to 
socialize,  play  games,  and enjoy  a 
healthy,  but  simple  meal.  We did 
not  know  what  to  expect,  but  I 
don’t  think  any  of  us  envisioned 
how  powerfully  this  missional 
opportunity  would  impact  our 
community and our church!

     Our  attendance continues  to 
grow  monthly,  with  about  25-30 
people participating each week. A 
number  of  the  participants  are 
widowers  who  tell  me  that  this 
gives  them an  opportunity  to  get 
out  of  the  house  and  eat  some 
good food with friends; something 
they  had  a  hard  time  doing  after 
their  wives  had  passed  away.  We 
are  thril led  that  a  number  of 

community  “regulars”  have  really 
taken ownership of this gathering. 
They  come  early  to  set  up  the 
tables,  and  then  begin  games  of 
cribbage and puzzles about an hour 
before the official start time. Our 
“ s imple”  lunch  ha s  been 
transformed  into  a  weekly  feast, 
with  many  participants  sharing 
side dishes and desserts, and with 
abundant  left-overs  free  for  the 
taking. 

     We had originally planned for 
an ending time of  1pm. Then we 
added a Bible Study at 1pm, which 
is attended by a mix of our church 
members  and  some  of  the 
community members. Some people 
want to stay but aren’t really “sure” 
about a  Bible Study,  so they have 
been  quietly  doing  puzzles  while 
l istening  to  the  Bible  Study!  
Clearly, this is meeting a need for 
our community! 

    I’m so excited to see how God 
ha s  used  th i s  ga ther ing  to 
reenergize  our  entire  church. 
Severa l  of  the  regulars  have 
become involved with volunteering 
at what has become “their church”. 
Our  monthly  “Lunch  Bunch”  has 
exploded  in  size  and  creativity.  A 
year  ago  we  typically  had  10-15 
people at Lunch Bunch. At our last 
gathering, 38 people attended, with 
ladies showing off their fancy and 

silly  hats,  and  gentlemen  showing 
off their bow ties.

     One question many are sure to 
wonder is “Has anyone become a 
member  at  the  church  through 
this  missional  project?”  No.  But 
this doesn’t mean that God is not 
at work! Almost every week I have 
people  take me aside,  meet  with 
me in my office, and share what is 
on their hearts. I am able to share 
God’s  love  and  encouragement 
and  pray  for  them  and  their 
families.  Several  people  have 
talked  with  me about  coming  to 
church,  and  I  believe  that  when 
the time is right, they will come. 
Most importantly, they now have 
a church family and pastor, even if 
they are not a formal member of a 
church.      

~ Laura Holt-Haslam

A
Rev. Laura Holt-Haslam

Send questions or comments to: 
lauraholthaslam@maine.rr.com

Our attendance continues to 
grow monthly, with about 25 - 30 
people participating each week.

G a t h e r i n g  a t  B u x t o n

mailto:lauraholthaslam@maine.rr.com
mailto:lauraholthaslam@maine.rr.com
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s  summer  winds 
down,  our  thoughts 
move  toward  the  colors 
of fall.  The crispness of 
the air, the harvesting of 
apples  from  our  local 

orchards, the smells in our kitchens of comfort food 
cooking.   All  of  these things make me think how 
thankful I am for the bounty that God has provided 
us and the beautiful colors that He paints for us to 
enjoy this time of year.

     I know that there are many churches in our 
ABCOM family  that  are  gearing  up  for  the  cold 
weather.  Maybe planning harvest dinners and doing 
some Fall cleanup around their churches.  Some are 
making plans to help support short term missionary 
teams  from  their  churches.   I  know  that  in 
Washington we have been doing fund raising for our 
short  term mission  team’s  trip  to  La  Romana  in 
February.   As you consider your churches giving in 
the upcoming new year it is so important for all of 
us  to  be  missional  churches  and  to  know  our 
contributions are helping missionaries locally and all 
over  the world do their  work for  God’s  kingdom. 
And by giving directly to ABCOM you are helping 
your local sister churches to be able to continue in 
their work for God’s Kingdom. 

     When  I  s tepped  in  to  be  ABCOM 
President,  one of  my goals  was that  our  churches 
would  step  up  to  become  connected  with  one 
another through prayer, fellowship and all the while 
upholding  the  Word  of  God.   I  had  said  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  that  there  was  already  an  effort 
started  with  some  dedicated  volunteers  who  are 
willing to come to your churches and have a time of 
questions  and  answers  with  your  congregations  – 

this  is  happening  and  you  will  be  hearing  more 
about it in the next few weeks.  Though we need to 
keep our financial support for ABCOM in all of our 
budgets,  we  also  need  to  be  one  in  PRAYER…  
There are so many churches that are struggling in 
many  different  areas  and  by  being  a  part  of  an 
association  you  have  a  sounding  board,  you  have 
prayer warriors, and you have folks that are willing 
and able to help when it is needed.  And by being a 
part  of  an  association  you  are  a  vital  part  of 
ABCOM.  

     I have seen in this past year, how your prayers 
and giving  have  continued to  bless  your  ABCOM 
family.   How with the help of  ABCOM, powerful 
prayer  and  the  leading  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  sister 
churches  that  were  hurting  are  now  starting  to 
climb  up  and  begin  to  heal.  What  a  glorious 
blessing!

Enjoy God’s  glory as  we look toward 2016 
and  remember  to  be  in  prayer  for  your  ABCOM 
family.

Praising His Name always,

    ~ Kelley Lewis 

A
Kelley’s Comments - Fall Is Here! ABCOM President Kelley Lewis 
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dopt-A-Block of Aroostook is a group of people 
who make themselves available to be the hands 

and feet of Jesus in Aroostook County. 

Inspired by a youth mission trip to the Los 
Angeles  Dream  Center  in  2009,  members  of  the 
mission  team from Military  Street  Baptist  Church 
decided  they  could  make  an  impact  in  their  own 
community.  Since the day they returned, they have 
who lehear ted l y  fo l lowed  through  on  that 
commitment.  

What started with a  few loaves of  bread to 
the neighborhood across the street, has now become 
a thriving outreach with over 25,000 pounds of food 
given out; over 110 families served in the year 2014; 
and seven thriving ministries, including Choices After 
School Program, Just 4 Boys Summer Camp, August 
Block  Party  and  Backpack  giveaway,  Clothing 
Giveaways, Thanksgiving dinner, the Block Christmas 
Party  and the  free  Community  Outreach Breakfast 
that  precedes  the  monthly  Block  Outreach  each 
month. Out of this ministry families are coming to 
church and coming to Christ. Our motto is this, “find 
a need and fill it….find a hurt and heal it.” We know 
that only Jesus can do this, but it takes people willing 
“to go” as He commanded to the hurting in our world.

Describing what Adopt-A-Block of Aroostook 
is can be difficult to do because it’s more about who 
we  are  and  more  importantly,  whose  we  are:   a 
committed,  passionate,  Jesus-loving  group  of 
volunteers  that,  as  Matthew  Barnett  aptly  stated, 
“...make themselves available to be put in situations 
that require them to be compassionate.”  

Mark  12:30-31  (NKJV)  “‘And  you  shall  love 
the LORD your  God with  all  your  heart,  with  all 
your  soul,  with  all  your  mind,  and  with  all  your 
strength. This is the  first  commandment.’ And 
the  second,  like it,  is this:  ‘You  shall  love  your 
ne ighbor  a s  yourse l f. ’  There  i s  no  other 
commandment greater than these.”

If  this  sounds  like  the  next  step  for  your 
church, give us a call.  We have had the blessing of 
helping several churches in Maine and Virginia start 
their  own  Adopt-A-Block  Programs.   If  you  are 
in teres ted  in  get t ing  one  s ta r ted  in  your 
neighborhood, we would be honored for you to join 
with  us  on  this  rewarding  mission.    For  more 
information email: aab@houltonmsbc.org or call
call 207-532-2783 x 102

A
‘Adopt-A-Block’ Outreach Thriving at MSBC 

2014 Thanksgiving Outreach

Monthly Outreach

Just4Boys Summer Camp

mailto:aab@houltonmsbc.org
mailto:aab@houltonmsbc.org
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Baptist Distinctives: The Lord’s Supper
aptists claim two ordinances 
that  Je sus  se t  for  His 
d i sc ip le s  to  obser ve : 

communion and baptism.  In true 
Baptist  fashion,  I  can  provide  a 
perspective  on  the  observance  of 
the  Lord's  Supper.   It  is  not  the 
only perspective.

     Baptists have defined the Lord's 
Supper  as  that  observation  in 
which  the  assembled  church  eats 
bread  broken  and  drinks  wine 
poured out in token of the abiding 
communion in  Christ's  death and 
resurrection through which the life 
begun in regeneration is sustained 
and perfected.

     The  particular  parts  of  this 
definition  provide  important 
insights  into  how  many  Baptists 
understand and observe the Lord's 
Supper.  

     Christ, Himself, is the Host of 
this table.  Taking a familiar Jewish 
mea l ,  Chr i s t  pro v ided  ne w 
definition based upon His life and 
sacrifice.  It is to be observed after 
His  death  as  a  commemorative 
celebration.   The  observation  of 
the Lord's Supper is perpetual and 
binding.  “Do this in remembrance 
of  me”  falls  upon  all  believers  to 
observe until the Lord returns.

     The basic elements are bread 
and wine.  Both elements are used 
in  Bapt i s t  se r v ices  and  the 
expectation is that participants in 
communion will eat and drink. 

    The  eating  and  drinking  is 
communal  and  celebratory.    All 
participants  who  claim  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior  are  invited  to 
participate in eating and drinking.  
There is no believer to be left out.  
Christ is the host of the table and 
invites  all  to  come  and  proclaim 
His death and resurrection.  As a 
celebration,  Christ ,  Himself, 
directs  our  attention  away  from 
the  g loom  and  doom  of  the 
crucifixion  to  the  triumph  of 
resurrection  and  the  anticipation 
of  our  triumphant  future.  Christ 
suffered and died in order that we 
might live.  His sacrifice nourishes 
our  spiritual  life.   Therefore  it  is 
always a communal meal celebrated 
by the whole church in which we 
“proc la im”  His  death  and 
resurrection.  

     It  is  an  integral  part  of  our 
worship service because the Lord's 
Supper is a communal meal which 
is regularly served and enjoyed by 
the  believing  community  so  that 
the  worshiping  community  is 
reminded  of  the  source  of  its 
ministry and its life.

     Baptists typically see the Lord's 
Supper  symbol ica l l y.   The 
symbolism is rich and deep.  In our 
life  together,  we need to regain a 
fresh  appreciation   for  what  is 
being symbolized in this communal 
meal.  

     Christ's death is symbolized as 
given for you.  His sacrifice is for 
our benefit.  His life for our life. 
The  crucifixion  is  at  the  very 
center  of  His  ministry and life's 
work .  His  death  i s  not  a 
martyrdom but a God appointed 
means  by  which  the  old  passes 
away and the new life is begun.

     The Lord's Supper symbolizes 
the  community's  participation 
and  identification  in  Christ's 
ministry.  You may attend many a 
service and not hear the essence 
of  our faith but it  is  made loud 
and  clear  in  the  observation  of 
the Lord's Supper.  We are united 
in His death and resurrection to 
Him  and  to  each  other.  
Ultimately, it testifies to new life, 
hope and a future glory.  

May  God  pro v ide  the 
opportunity  for  you  and  your 
congregation to think deeply and 
clearly about what you have been 
given and what is expected of you 
as  you  participate  in  the  Lord's 
Supper.

~ Al Fletcher

B

Rev. Dr. Al Fletcher

Send questions or comments to: 
al.fletcher@abcom.org

Taking a familiar Jewish meal, 
Christ provided new definition 
based upon His life & sacrifice.

mailto:al.fletcher@abcom.org
mailto:al.fletcher@abcom.org
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T h e  L a s t  Wo r d

Cool Stuff That We Couldn’t Fit Anywhere Else!

ABCOM Reports

Financials Pulpit Changes Board Minutes

Association Newsletters
North Aroostook

West Association

York Association

https://www.dropbox.com/s/dzvspx5b0xgga6u/Pastoral%20Changes%20since%20January%202014.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3gg1cac48bka4ic/WEST%20WIND%2C%20October%202015.pdf?dl=0
http://abcom.org/reports/board-reports/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dzvspx5b0xgga6u/Pastoral%20Changes%20since%20January%202014.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/enecljk4xjqa7iy/YBA%20Oct.%202015%20newsletter.pdf?dl=0
http://abcom.org/reports/board-reports/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/3gg1cac48bka4ic/WEST%20WIND%2C%20October%202015.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tu1tjae3nassthb/North_Aroostoock_News.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/enecljk4xjqa7iy/YBA%20Oct.%202015%20newsletter.pdf?dl=0
http://abcom.org/reports/board-reports/
http://abcom.org/reports/board-reports/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tu1tjae3nassthb/North_Aroostoock_News.pdf?dl=0

